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Study on the WTO’s Patent Waiver for Expansion of COVID-19
Vaccine Accessibility

Xu Chunming, Chen Xueni
(Shanghai International College of Intellectual Property, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract: The 12th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in June 2022 reached a consensus
on the Ministerial Decision on The Response to the COVID—-19 Pandemic and Preparedness for Future Pandemic, and
the Ministerial Decision on the TRIPs Agreement, which waive patent rights on COVID-19 vaccines. The patent
waiver on COVID~-19 vaccines is strictly limited in terms of the subject, scope and duration. The effectiveness of the
waiver is still uncertain due to factors such as scarcity of raw materials, high learning curve and know=hows. As a de-
veloping country with certain independent R&D and production capacity of COVID-19 vaccines, China is both to
waive and to be waived its patent rights. China should adhere to the position of building a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind and a community of common health for mankind, actively support the implementation of patent ex-
emption for COVID-19 vaccine, accumulate experience in the process of patent exemption, and further improve the
compulsory licensing system in China.
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